This article has been published in a revised form in International Psychogeriatrics [http://doi.org/10.1017/S1041610217002769]. This version is free to view and download for private research and study only. Not for re-distribution, re-sale or use in derivative works. © International Psychogeriatric Association 2018. social health (Vernooij-Dassen and Jeon, 2016) with its dimensions for dementia research (Dröes et al., 2017) has begun to develop this knowledge-base.
This special issue reflects a collaboration of INTERDEM and PROMOTE (Psychosocial research consortium to advance mental health of older people in the Asian Pacific Region, https://cheba.unsw.edu.au/group/promote) to extend this research agenda with studies on the experiences of people with dementia and social engagement in society, social interactions and social dynamics, and on exploring the potential for broader integration of social health with the neurosciences and other biomedical perspectives.
Social experiences of persons with dementia
The study of Patterson et al. (this issue) indicates that experiences previously understood as a direct result of dementia might be the result of negative social responses. Being treated as an 'other' or a 'lesser being' exacerbates the sense of 'being an outcast'. This type of social pathology contributes considerably to suffering in dementia. The fear of social exclusion is what prevents both people with dementia and some practitioners from embarking on the diagnostic procedure. Although supportive diagnostic disclosure programmes exist (Derksen et al., 2006; Moniz-Cook et al., 2008) , these do not appear to have found their way into person directed goal setting and interdisciplinary team support, and thus maintain a sense of autonomy and independence. Such findings highlight that optimising the social health of people with dementia requires more than providing opportunities for social interactions.
Dynamics within social networks
Access to social support may contribute to social health (Fratiglioni and Wang, 2007) .
However, studying the dynamics within social networks suggests that barriers such as asking for support and a mismatch between demand and supply of social support, can be This article has been published in a revised form in International Psychogeriatrics [http://doi.org/10.1017/S1041610217002769]. This version is free to view and download for private research and study only. Not for re-distribution, re-sale or use in derivative works. © International Psychogeriatric Association 2018. This article has been published in a revised form in International Psychogeriatrics [http://doi.org/10.1017/S1041610217002769]. This version is free to view and download for private research and study only. Not for re-distribution, re-sale or use in derivative works. © International Psychogeriatric Association 2018. Improving the quality of research that examines social health using rigorous observational and intervention studies, as well as longitudinal designs, is the next step. Importantly, investigating biological aspects of socially-orientated creative interventions such as art, music, dance and poetry, can further the opportunity to have constructive debate on 'rementia' (Kitwood, 1989; Sixsmith et al., 1993) , and advance our understanding as to why and how some people with dementia appear to regain 'lost function' following supportive psychosocial interventions.
Conclusions
Using the paradigm of social health suggests that people with dementia might both suffer and benefit from interactions with professionals and others in the social setting, including This article has been published in a revised form in International Psychogeriatrics [http://doi.org/10.1017/S1041610217002769]. This version is free to view and download for private research and study only. Not for re-distribution, re-sale or use in derivative works. © International Psychogeriatric Association 2018. Future research needs to move beyond 'easy to measure' variables such as whether or not having a spouse is helpful, or simple counts of social network size, to a more sophisticated understanding of the interactional qualities of social dynamics in dementia. Improved measures of social health can contribute to better models of dementia and inform multivariate and cohort studies. By exploring the role of social health within interdisciplinary dementia research we can discover more about how people and their carers might live a better life over the course of dementia.
